Name ______________________________

The Moderns: 1914-1939

Literary Period Introduction

Date ________________ Block _________

Comprehension: On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items.

_____
1.
Until the beginning of the twentieth century, all of the following attitudes were part of the American dream except


A.
respect for the mysterious workings of the subconscious mind.



B.
belief in the United States as a new Eden with limitless resources.



C.
trust in the ultimate triumph of any self-reliant individual.



D.
faith in the country’s progress toward prosperity.

_____
2.
In the period after World War I, American writers began to



F.
tighten their connections with the past.



G.
grow cynical about traditional authority and values.



H.
urge the country to “build, build, build.”



J.
abandon art and look for new ways of making a living.

_____
3.
The modernist movement challenged American writers to



A.
reflect Marxist values in their work.



B.
set their stories in the South or Midwest.



C.
find new themes, styles, and subjects.



D.
avoid the influence and ideas of European writers.

_____
4.
American modernists created a literature that



F.
avoided basic questions asked by writers of the past.



G.
was too dependent on European styles.



H.
reflected a variety of American voices.



J.
focused only on the positive side of American culture.

_____
5.
A growing interest in psychoanalysis led writers to



A.
doubt the value and sincerity of literature.



B.
rely on doctors to help them find meaning in life.



C.
avoid describing characters’ feelings.



D.
try to capture characters’ thought processes.

_____
6.
During the Jazz Age, many American writers and artists



F.
wrote persuasively in favor of Prohibition.



G.
became saxophonists or singers.



H.
lived as expatriates in France.



J.
embraced the idea of America as Eden.

_____
7.
Ernest Hemingway created major characters who



A.
are talkative and flamboyant.



B.
avoid the difficult challenges of life.



C.
are willing to do anything to achieve their selfish goals.



D.
behave honorably in a world without purpose. 

_____
8.
Some American poets found inspiration in the work of European painters and began to use their imagery and symbolism. Other American poets found inspiration in



F.
colonial American painting.



G.
the rhythms and vocabulary of ordinary speech.



H.
ancient Greek and Roman myths.



J.
the forms of Shakespearean drama.

_____
9.
According to the imagists, what aspect of a poem should carry its meaning



and emotions?



A.
rhyme and meter

C.
prettiness and sentimentality



B.
wordplay 


D.
sensory images

_____
10.
Poets of the Harlem Renaissance often used



F.
obscure images and symbols.
H.
references to the history of Africa.



G.
jazz and blues rhythms and dialect.
J.
discussions of the decline of cities.



